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Dear All,           17 March 2020  

As promised, we are providing a daily update with regard to the measures schools are being asked to undertake in 
response to the Corona Virus situation. 

Firstly, I would like to say a massive thank you to you all for your understanding and support with the measures we are 
having to take. We do understand that many of you are experiencing disruption and inconvenience as a result of these. 
Your flexibility and understanding are hugely appreciated. Thank you! 

We were going to wait until the Prime Minister had provided his daily update before sending this out, but we believe 
the focus will be on economic matters this evening, therefore felt it important to be in touch earlier rather than later. 
Of course, this may change, dependent on what is said tonight. Please ensure you check emails and texts regularly so 
that we can keep you as up to date as possible. 

The following are various updates about different aspects of school life. 

Should my child attend school? 

Yes – if they are well! However, in line with the advice given by the government yesterday, should your child develop a 
new cough or temperature, they should self isolate for 14 days. The advice yesterday said that families should also self 
isolate should a family member display these symptoms. So, if ANY family member should display these symptoms, you 
should isolate the whole family. 

Again, we appreciate the difficulty this may cause, but should your child display these symptoms in school, we will 
require you to collect them to minimise infection risks. 

How will we keep our children busy? 

As you can imagine, with more families now needing and choosing to self isolate we have had various requests for work 
at home. It is getting more and more difficult to provide this on an individual basis and so staff have developed a number 
of activities that will be accessible for pupils on line. Each school will be sending information to their families to explain 
what this will look like as soon as possible. There will be a variety of tasks, websites and apps to share so that you can 
provide some learning activities for your children. 

 

Meetings & Events 

For the foreseeable future, all school meetings and events are postponed or cancelled. We would appreciate it if parents 
could either write to staff or telephone them should there be a matter they wish to discuss. It is vital that we keep social 
distancing measures in place, in order to keep staff well and school open for as long as possible. Please don't be offended 
should you be asked to wait for a phone call from a staff member, rather than meet with them personally.  

As stated last night all clubs, trips, sporting fixtures, visitors, rehearsals and performances are cancelled until further 
notice. We have cancelled all non-essential meetings but are trying to do telephone meetings where possible. 

Those students who normally attend Corfe Hills School will not be doing so from tomorrow (Wednesday, 18 March). 
These children will be catered for on the Middle School site. 
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Will School stay open? 

Please be assured we are doing all we can to ensure we remain open. I’m sure you will understand that the isolation 
advice provided by the Government, applies to our staff as well. Some of them have to give serious consideration to the 
care of their elderly relatives, the health needs of their own families and some of our staff have underlying health 
conditions and must be taken care of. 

We are fully committed to staying open but our ability to do this relies heavily on our staff being able to continue 
working. Supply staff are simply not available to cover absence. Our staff are providing cover for each other where 
required and “going above and beyond” to ensure we are able to stay open. I am deeply grateful to them all for their 
flexibility, support and "can-do" approach.  It is inevitable that the curriculum will be disrupted during this time but know 
we will do all we can to ensure as little learning time as possible is lost. 
 
We do understand how concerned many of you are but I have been utterly "blown away" by the kindness, support and 
help you are offering each other and the school. This has made what is a very difficult situation, much easier to manage 
and deal with. We can't thank you enough. 
 
Please do call or email if you have any questions. And again, thank you for your continued support. 

Yours sincerely, 

 

Rhonda Moore 
Chief Executive Officer 

 


