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What metacognitive strategy will you use to make sure this knowledge sticks? https://www.bmsweb.co.uk/learning-and-
teaching/knowledge-organisers/ 

Key Terms 

Uprising / rebellion / resistance Empire / kingdom / realm Emancipation / freedom / 
release Legislation / law / bill 

Constitution / principles / laws  Civil War / own country’s war Abolition / end of / eliminate Cameo / Wedgewood / 
jewellery / brooch / badge 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In Parliament, William Wilberforce pushed the cause. His first speech 
against the trade was given in 1789, and Edmund Burke, the 
parliamentarian, called it one of the greatest speeches of all time. 
Parliamentary committees investigated the details of the slave trade in 
hearings, putting powerful facts on record.         

https://www.bmsweb.co.uk/learning-and-teaching/knowledge-organisers/
https://www.bmsweb.co.uk/learning-and-teaching/knowledge-organisers/
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Chronology  

1562
• Sir John Hawkins becomes the first English trader. He trades 300 Africans on his first voyage.

1607
• The colony of Virginia is founded and becomes the first English settlement in North America.

1685
• 80% of the population of the Caribbean are African slaves. 

1685
• Slave rebellions begin to occur. 

1730
• Britain becomes the largest slave trading country in the world.

1790
• Wilberforce presents the first abolition bill to the House of Commons but it is rejected.

1792
• Wilberforce presents the first abolition bill to the House of Commons which is accepted but rejected by the House of 

Lords. 

1823
• Anti-Slavery Committee is formed in London to campaign for the abolition of slavery. 

1833
• The Abolition of Slavery Act is passed. Wilberforce passes away just three days later.  
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Significant Individuals 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Wilberforce 

Changed the law 

 
Clarkson 

Spread knowledge 

 
 Wedgewood 

Made cameo 
brooch 

 
Sharp 

Defended slaves in 
court 

 
l’Ouverture 

Led a slave revolt  

 
Equiano 

Slave who bought 
his freedom  

 
Between 1789 and 
1806, Wilberforce 
presented a Bill for 
the abolition of the 
slave trade. Finally, 
in 1804, the House 
of Commons voted 
in favour of 
abolition, but 
Wilberforce’s Bill 
was still rejected by 
the House of Lords. 

In 1786, Thomas 
Clarkson’s role was 
collecting evidence 
about the slave 
trade. He visited 
slave trading ports 
(London, Bristol and 
Liverpool), where he 
boarded and 
investigated slave 
ships.  

In 1787, the potter 
Josiah Wedgewood 
released a cameo 
brooch for 
abolitionists to wear. 
The inscription “Am I 
Not a Man and a 
Brother?” became 
the catchphrase of 
British and American 
abolitionists.  
 
 

He was involved in 
securing the famous 
1772 ruling by Lord 
Chief Justice William 
Mansfield, which 
reluctantly 
concluded that 
slave owners could 
not force slaves to 
return to the 
colonies once they 
were in Britain.  

Former slave who 
led the only 
successful slave 
revolt in modern 
history. He formed 
an army of former 
slaves, he trained his 
followers in guerrilla 
warfare and 
successfully ended 
slavery in Hispaniola 
by 1 795. 

Former slave 
Olaudah Equiano, 
published his 
autobiography. 
'The Interesting 
Narrative of the 
Life of Olaudah 
Equiano' in 1789. 
The book became 
a best seller and 
changed many 
people’s views of 
the slave trade. 

Significant historic 
people are great 

G ground breaking 
  R remembered 
    E effects that are far reaching 
      A affecting the future 
        T teaches us something 
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Example Question  Model Answer  

Who started the abolition movement? Thomas Clarkson and Granville Sharpe  

Why was the Committee needed? To gain public support 

What role did Thomas Clarkson play in the abolition movement? Founding member, boarded ships and showed items such as 
shackles and cat-o-9-tails 

What role did Granville Sharp play in the Abolition movement? As a lawyer he promoted slaves’ freedom and was a founding 
member 

How did Olaudah Equiano help the movement? He wrote an autobiography of his life, gave speeches, and wrote 
letters 

Which British MP gave speeches to try and stop the slave trade? William Wilberforce 

How did he try to get parliament to abolish slavery? He proposed a Bill and gave passionate speeches over many 
years 

Why was William Wilberforce opposed? Many MPs were slave owners 

In what year was the slave trade abolished in Britain? 1807 

In what year was the slave trade abolished in the British Empire? 1833 

How did Wedgwood add to the campaign? Produced cameos for them to wear and show support   

Why was the brooch effective? Fashionable ladies wore it to promote justice and freedom 

What was the name of the leader of the slave revolt on 
Hispaniola? Toussaint L’Ouverture 

What was the name of the slave who purchased his freedom? Olaudah Equiano 
 


