
KEY VOCABULARY/CONCEPT: SPELLING AND GRAMMAR: SPELLING AND GRAMMAR: 
   

    
 
“The Lady of Shalott” by Alfred, Lord Tennyson 
 
“Fafnir and the Knights” by Stevie Smith. 
 
Both of these poems challenge the reader’s preconceived notions of bravery, 
honour and chivalry. Perhaps the behaviour of courageous and noble knights 
does not always live up to our expectations and perhaps the “monsters” are 
not always quite so monstrous… 

USE A VARIETY OF COGNITIVE STRATEGIES TO LEARN 
THE FOLLOWING RULES ABOUT CAPITAL LETTERS: 
 
This seems pretty obvious but it’s worth getting the basics right! 
 

1) Use capitals at the start of sentences 
 
Every sentence has to start with a capital letter. 
 
The mouse built a rocket to get to the moon. 
 
His dog chased after him in an aeroplane. 
 

2) Some words always start with a capital letter 
 

• People’s names and titles 
 
Romeo loved Juliet.             Prince Charming. 
 

• Names of companies 
 
Bank of Jupiter.                    Bigfish Airways. 
 

• Titles of books, plays and films 
 
The Hobbit.                           Stig of the Dump. 
 

• Towns and names of places 
 
Liverpool, Merseyside.       Narnia.    
 

• Countries and nationalities 
 
I am French. I come from France and I speak French. 
 

• Names of days and months 
 
Saturday 23rd March.   Mondays are awesome! 
 

3) First person pronoun 
 
“I” is always a capital letter, no matter where it is in a sentence! 
 

4) Specific words sometimes need capitals 
 
Some queens like to eat cabbage.  
 
This refers to queens in general and doesn’t need to be 
capitalised. 
 
The Queen sometimes likes to eat cabbage.  
 
This refers to a particular queen and does need a capital letter.  

USE A VARIETY OF COGNITIVE STRATEGIES TO LEARN 
THE FOLLOWING RULES ABOUT THESE COMMONLY 
CONFUSED WORDS: 
 
Where, wear, were and we’re. 
 
These three words sound similar, but they have very different 
meanings. 
 

1. Where is used for places and positions.  
 

Where is London? 
Where do you think you are going? 
 

2. Wear is what you do with clothes, shoes and 
jewellery. 
  

I wear my costume. 
I would go out tonight but I haven’t got a stitch to wear. 
 
 

3. Were is the past form of are. 
 
They were studying glaciers. 
We were hoping to win the Rugby World Cup. 
 

4. We’re is the contraction (short or abbreviated 
form) of we and are. 

 
___________________________________________________ 
 
There, their and they’re. 
 
Make sure you use these three correctly – it’s really obvious to 
the reader if you confuse them! 
 

1. There goes with where – it’s about places 
and positions.  
 

There is plenty of evidence to support this. 
The pupils were over there. 

 
2. Their means it belongs to them.  

 
They had eaten their dinner. 
Their sacred text is the Qur’an. 
 

3. They’re is short for ‘they are’.  
 
They’re still researching climate change. 
She thinks they’re going to win the football match. 
  
 

USE A VARIETY OF COGNITIVE STRATEGIES TO LEARN THE SPELLING 
AND THE MEANING OF THESE KEY TERMS. 
 
Arthur – a legendary British King from Medieval times 
Camelot – the legendary site of King Arthur’s palace and court. 
Chivalry– the ideal qualities of a knight, including courtesy, generosity, 
bravery and skill with weapons.  
Heroic – having or displaying the character or attributes of a hero; 
extraordinarily bold, altruistic, determined, noble, courageous, etc.: 
Honour – honesty, fairness or integrity in one’s beliefs or actions. 
Knight – an honourable military rank held by men, usually of noble birth, in 
Medieval times. 
Lancelot – the bravest and noblest of King Arthur’s knights. 
Medieval –belonging to the Middle Ages (between the 5th and 15th Centuries) 
Noble – of high social or political class. 
Valour – boldness or determination in facing great danger, especially in battle; 
heroic bravery 
 
SOME ADDITIONAL COMMON SPELLINGS TO LEARN! 
actually 
armour 
because 
broken 
common 
enchanted 
heard 
lonely 
magical 
metaphor 
 

possibly 
probably 
said 
someone 
something 
surprise 
sword 
which 
weather (wind, rain, sun, etc.) 
whether 
 



 


