
 

 

 

27th January 2021  
 

Dear Parents and Carers 
 
Remote Learning Provision Update 
 
Thank you for your feedback regarding the remote learning provision.   
 
Here's an update of developments this week: 

 Work submission - This week, more work can be submitted through GC.  If you have any 
technical issues, do get in touch with our tech team and they will be able to help.  We are 
very aware of the pressures at home and therefore there is no obligation for work to be 
submitted.  Form tutors will message individual pupils if they have not submitted just to 
check whether they need any additional help.  We will update you weekly if work hasn't 
been submitted -the purpose of this is just to make you aware of the situation.   We really 
mean it when we say please just do what you can and focus on keeping everyone safe and 
well! 

 Live sessions - Fortunately, the government have invested hugely in Oak National Academy, 
a website that provides over 10,000 teaching videos made by teachers and subject 
specialists.  Research suggests that live lessons are not considered to be more effective than 
recorded lessons and we must also bear in mind that remote learning does not mean every 
minute of the day should be spent in front of a screen - in fact we would actively encourage 
time away from it!  We are following the national research around how best to offer our 
remote provision and recognise the significant impact of feedback - just as when the pupils 
are learning in school.  You will notice this week that there will be some sessions recorded 
by teachers in response to work that has been submitted or when our teachers feel it is 
necessary for inputs where the right resources are not available online.  We will continue to 
keep the number of live sessions minimal to ensure that your days are as flexible as possible 
whilst you are sharing devices and juggling your own work commitments.  As you will know, 
our teachers are working really hard to be on hand at the end of the Google Classroom chat 
and will be monitoring this throughout the day...they will, of course, have breaks away from 
screen at times - not least to eat their lunch! - but this capacity to be responsive is one of 
the best ways to support the learning. 

 Technical Issues - If you have an issue with the tech side of GC, please email our tech team 
- googleclassroom@castlemanacademytrust.co.uk.   Please email rather than call the school 
or tech team directly - this will mean that a member of the team will pick up your request 
and be able to deal with is as soon as possible. 
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 Learning time - We have had various feedback regarding the amount of work that has been 
set ranging from too much to too little!  We have guidance from the DfE for the 
recommended hours for each key stage and we will set work to roughly take that amount of 
time which includes 1 hour of physical activity daily as recommended.   Teachers will make 
this clear during the live sessions as well as it being noted on the assignments on 
GC.  Learning at home is more intense than learning in school and we recommended regular 
breaks and down time throughout the day.  Further information about remote education 
can be found on the school website. 

 Small group sessions - For pupils who are solely learning at home, we will be introducing 
some small group 15-minute sessions next week.   This is to enable some peer 
communication and address any general queries about their learning.  Class teachers and 
form tutors will be letting those children know when their session is next week.  Pupils who 
are accessing in-school provision at any point during the week will receive guidance from 
staff and have opportunities to communicate with their peers during their time at school. 

Thank you once again for all of your feedback and positive support for the work the whole school 
team is undertaking. 
 
Kind regards, 
 
 
Mrs D Goulding 
Curriculum Director 


